
         TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Monday, October 29, 2012 

SCRD “Cedar” Room, 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC 
 

        AGENDA 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER   10:30 A.M. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1.  Adoption of Agenda 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
2. Draft Transportation Advisory Committee minutes of September 10, 

2012 
 

ANNEX A 
pp. 1 – 7 

3. Community Bus Workshop draft notes of September 19, 2012 – For 
information 
 

ANNEX B 
pp. 8 - 11  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

  

4. Speed Zone on Roberts Creek Road – For information 
 

ANNEX C 
pp. 12 – 13  

 
5. ICBC Crash Map and Crash Statistics for Route 101, Roberts Creek – 

For discussion 
 

ANNEX D 
pp. 14 – 15 

 
6. Report on Bike Lane Maintenance Priorities (TraC) 

 
  

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

  

7. Mike Corrigan, President and Chief Executive Officer, BC Ferries 
     Regarding Parking at Langdale Terminal (deferred at meeting of 
     September 10, 2012, Rec. No. 5) 
 

ANNEX E 
p. 16  

REPORTS 
 

  

8. Report on VeloCity International Bike Conference – For information 
     (Referral from September 13, 2012 Community Services      
     Committee, Rec. No. 14)  
 

ANNEX F 
pp. 17 – 21   

9. Speed Watch Monthly Report for September, 2012 – For information 
 

ANNEX G 
pp. 22 – 23  
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

  

10. Roberts Creek Elementary Bus Pull-Out / Timberland Road Widening 
 

ANNEX H 
pp. 24 – 27  

  
 

 

ROUND TABLE 
 

  

NEXT MEETING –  To Be Announced 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

 



SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
September 10, 2012 

 
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CEDAR ROOM OF THE SUNSHINE 
COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT OFFICES, 1975 FIELD ROAD, SECHELT, BC. 
 
 
     PRESENT: Director, Electoral Area E, Chair  Lorne Lewis 
 Director, Town of Gibsons   Gerry Tretick 
 Director, District of Sechelt Alice Lutes 
 Director, Electoral Area A Frank Mauro 
 Director, Electoral Area B Garry Nohr 
 Director, Electoral Area D  Donna Shugar  
 Director, Electoral Area F Lee Turnbull 
   
     ALSO PRESENT: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Don Legault  
 Alt. Director, Area F & Rte13 Ferry Adv.Com. Joyce Clegg 
 Manager, Transportation and Facilities  Brian Sagman 
 Cycling Advocate  Martin Prestage 
 Insurance Corporation of BC  Tom Webster 
 Capilano Highways  Eric Paris 
 S. Sunshine Coast Ferry Advisory Committee Barry Cavens 
 Sunshine Coast Speed Watch  Jon Hird  
 Constituency Assistant to Nicholas Simons MLA Kim Tournat 
 RCMP  Todd Bozak 
 Trustee, School District No. 46  Dave Mewhort 
 Emergency Program Coordinator  Bill Elsner 
 Recording Secretary  Diane Corbett 
 Media  2 
 
     REGRETS: BC Ferries, Langdale Terminal Operations Mgr. Maureen Darragh 
 Citizens On Patrol, Sechelt  Ruth McLarty 
 School District No. 46  Silas White 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  10:30 am 
 
AGENDA The Agenda was adopted as amended, with the following addition: 
 
       6a     Lysander Road  
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MINUTES 
 
Recommendation No. 1  Minutes 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the minutes of June 25, 2012 be 
adopted as circulated. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Recommendation No. 2  Correspondence 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the following correspondence be 
received: 

• Honourable Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure, regarding BC 
Transit Review 

• Richard Richmond regarding “S” bends, 3200 and 3300 block, Beach Avenue, Roberts 
Creek 

• Jakob Knaus regarding BC Ferries - June Traffic Statistics 
 
Recommendation No. 3   “S” Bends on Beach Avenue 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the Area D Director meet with Don 
Legault of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to discuss potential remediation of 
the “S” bends on Beach Avenue. 
 
BC Ferries – June Traffic Statistics 
 
Mr. Cavens reported that the BC Ferries Annual Report showed that ferry traffic had reached a 
21-year low for foot passengers and a 13-year low for vehicles. Possible reasons for this were 
considered by the group, including increased fuel costs, increased ferry fares, increased support 
for spending locally. 
 
Director Turnbull remarked that the increase in ferry fares had been significant in terms of the 
cost of living. The Director commented that there was a need for additional provincial funding, 
and that the concept that the ferry service should pay for itself is not sustainable. She further 
suggested there were structural issues, and that the attitude and support from the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure was not consistent with the approach taken with the inland 
ferries. 
 
The BC Ferries community consultation process was discussed. Alternate Director Clegg 
reported that the Ministry recently had hired a consultant for the process; a report was due to 
the Minister by year-end, with implementation by June 2013. The Ferry Advisory Committee 
Chairs had identified as an issue the lack of financial support from the Ministry, which had not 
changed since inception of the Coastal Ferry Act in 2003. 
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Director Mauro expressed concern about the figures provided on commercial traffic, which was 
down ten percent. 
 
Further discussion was moved to later in the meeting. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 Speed Watch Reports 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that Sunshine Coast Speed Watch 
reports come to the Transportation Advisory Committee rather than the Policing Committee. 
 
Recommendation No. 5 Deferred Correspondence 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the correspondence from Mike 
Corrigan, BC Ferries President and Chief Executive Officer, regarding parking at Langdale 
terminal be deferred to the October 29 meeting. 
 
Constable Bozak remarked that BC Ferries had done a good job of addressing the parking 
situation at Langdale terminal over the summer months. He also noted that the speed on the 
bypass had been changed to 60 kilometres per hour and that overall people obeyed the speed 
limit sign. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Lysander Road 
 
Director Shugar described a situation that had arisen concerning a subdivision on Kraus Road 
in Roberts Creek a few years ago in which the road was widened and put through to Marlene, 
and was now being used by drivers as a short cut. Concerns had been received from residents 
that, with the last of the lots having now being subdivided, Lysander Road would be put through.  
Director Shugar wondered if it would be possible to revisit that plan. 
 
Mr. Legault noted that the SCRD would have been advised of the plans for Lysander through the 
normal development referral process.  Director Shugar advised that there was an understanding 
concerning the changes to Krause Road but not in relation to the plans for Lysander.  Mr. 
Legault indicated that he would review this with Director Shugar on site, however this issue 
would fall to Jeff Moore, the Provincial Assistant Approving Officer. 
 
ROUNDTABLE 
 
Priority Considerations for Eventual Re-Build of Langdale Terminal 
 
Mr. Cavens reported that BC Ferries was starting a process to develop a master plan for 
Langdale terminal. A meeting in August provided an opportunity for BC Ferries to explain how 
the process would unfold and for the Ferry Advisory Committees (FACs) to bring forward issues 
from the community.  
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FACs proposed, in terms of costs, doing no more than is necessary as a base case; then any 
additional costs could be quantified. There was a concern with the timing of the Langdale 
Master Plan given that the province is developing a vision for BC Ferries services and how the 
system will evolve over the next twenty years. The Ferry Advisory Committees want BC Ferries 
to develop the Langdale Master Plan in conjunction with the Provincial long term vision for BC 
Ferries. Other community issues raised at the August meeting included: 

• Foot passenger loading (not mixed with cars) 
• Consideration of using three smaller ships instead of the two larger vessels 
• Upper deck loading on the secondary berth – is there something else we can do rather 

than putting in a second deck? 
• Access for seniors, the physically challenged and other pedestrians – how can we 

accommodate our aging population? 
• Impact of fare collection at Langdale – installation of additional ticket booths; potential 

line ups on the Bypass; need for Route 13 passengers to access the walk to the main 
access location 

• Safety of vehicles in the parking lot trying to merge with vehicles coming off ferries 
 
There was also a meeting on September 4, 2012 with staff of the Regional District and the Town 
of Gibsons attending. 
 
Mr. Cavens explained that the planning process was proceeding. There would be Open Houses 
sometime in the fall; BC Ferries would like to hear community ideas on issues.  
 
Director Tretick thanked Mr. Cavens for the report. He emphasized that the long term thinking 
needed to be clearly understood and agreed upon by the community, and wondered if the 
community through local governments would have a significant role to play in terms of the 
master plan. 
 
Mr. Sagman noted that BC Ferries intended to work with local government at a staff level on the 
master plan and rely on staff to bring information forward to their board or council. 
 
Director Mauro proposed that the Langdale exercise be defined as a needs assessment rather 
than a potential terminal re-build. Director Tretick concurred and proposed identifying that as 
the understanding of this group. 
 
Mr. Cavens explained that the BC Ferries’ planning for the Langdale terminal and the 
Province’s visioning of ferry service on the coast in the long term would come together at some 
point. He remarked that he would encourage BC Ferries to work with the communities to see 
what they need.  
 
Director Lutes thanked Mr. Cavens for the report. A master plan ten years ago was given by BC 
Ferries; Director Lutes thought it had not suited the community, and was focused on pushing 
traffic through. She hoped this could be addressed through the public meetings. 
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Recommendation No. 6 Langdale Terminal Re-Build 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the topic of a Langdale terminal re-
build be referred to a staff report to be delivered to the next Infrastructure Services Committee. 
 
It was reported by Ms. Tournat that MLA Nicholas Simons would be meeting with the Minister 
soon. 
 
Community Consultation on Ferry Service 
 
Mr. Cavens and Ms. Clegg discussed the community engagement process on coastal ferries to be 
undertaken by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure in an effort to enhance 
affordability, efficiency and sustainability of the ferry service (information available at 
www.gov.bc.ca/tran/). The initiative commenced over the summer and was expected to conclude 
by year-end; the consultant, Kirk and Company Consulting Limited, had been hired recently to 
conduct the consultation process. Mr. Cavens pointed out that the consultation was an 
opportunity to make clear to the government what residents, businesses, and governments need 
in terms of ferry service. 
 
The need for a collective community response to the consultation was emphasized in ensuing 
discussion, in light of the importance of the ferry service in terms of the social, economic, and 
environmental aspects of the Sunshine Coast. 
 
Recommendation No. 7 Community Consultation on Ferry Service 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that a letter be sent by the Chair to the 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, and copied to the Deputy Minister of 
Transportation and Infrastructure and MLA Nicholas Simons concerning the Provincial Review 
of BC Ferries service and the community consultation that is being undertaken by Kirk and 
Company Consulting Limited, requesting further information about the terms of reference for the 
consultation and specifically the direction to reduce service to save thirty million dollars 
annually, and emphasizing that ferry dependent communities want to maintain existing service. 
 
Responding to an inquiry from Director Tretick on traffic flows for the new school in Gibsons, 
Mr. Mewhort indicated that the final details were still being worked out regarding the start date 
for construction, which would begin in the spring. 
 
Director Turnbull commented to Mr. Legault on roads in the Langdale and Hopkins areas. 
 
Ms. Clegg expressed appreciation for the funds to develop new parking areas on Gambier Island 
and commented on the very good job done by the contractor. 
 
Director Shugar thanked Mr. Legault for the cross hatching by the fire hall entrance and 
mentioned she would advise the public about this through her newsletter. She noted that no 
crosswalk lines had been painted from the library to the Gumboot and inquired about this. Mr. 
Legault indicated he would look into this. 
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Recommendation No. 8 Change of Signage by Roberts Creek Elementary School 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that staff confirm what correspondence 
has been received from School District No. 46 relating to support for changing signage in the 
area of Roberts Creek Elementary School from a school zone to a playground zone and if that 
request has been forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. 
 
Mr. Legault responded to an inquiry about knotweed, noting that the Coastal Invasive Plant 
Council (CIPC), which had identified and mapped some locations of knotweed last spring, gave 
a contract to Capilano, whose staff was in the process of addressing invasive species. 
 
Director Mauro commented on seal coating in various locations and requested a commitment to 
follow up regarding treatment of loose stones and areas where potholes were re-developing. 
 
Mr. Paris responded that within the next week a ditching machine would come around. After that 
those roads would be surveyed, when staff would identify those needing additional sweeping.  
 
Constable Bozak noted that the largest amount of fatal accidents and major injuries occur in the 
area between Flume Road and Lower Road. He proposed that this committee should look at 
what could be done along this portion of Highway 101. 
 
Mr. Mewhort thanked John Hird for Speed Watch and work being done around schools, an 
excellent way to alert people to speed limits. Regarding the pick up and drop off policy at the 
elementary school, Mr. White will report at the next meeting.  
 
Mr. Webster remarked that currently ICBC have a distractions education campaign province-
wide, targeting cell phone use. He had invested in pedestrian reflectors that he hoped to 
disseminate through transit. 
 
Mr. Prestage apologized on behalf of the Transportation Choices Society (TraC) regarding the 
delay in completing the report on bike lane maintenance and indicated that the group intended to 
forward a report for the next meeting. 
 
Director Nohr inquired about the width of the new bike paths in Trout Lake area. He commented 
on potholes at Welcome Woods area in need of attention. 
 
Mr. Sagman announced that a new transit schedule would be in effect on October 9th. BC Transit 
is in the process of developing a Transit Future Plan; staff recommended that they work through 
the Transportation Advisory Committee as one of several options for technical advice. 
 
Regarding erosion on the Ocean Beach Esplanade, it was mentioned that Capilano Highways 
had plans for those repairs. A culvert will be replaced and extended, and at a second location rip 
rap will be put in. In the 2nd location, district engineers had looked and reviewed it but Mr. 
Legault was not aware if anything would happen in the immediate future and awaited their plan. 
The project would likely involve a partnership with Capilano Highways.  
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Recommendation No. 9 Highway 101 Speed Limit Discussion 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that a discussion be scheduled for the 
next Infrastructure Services Committee meeting regarding lowering the Highway #101 speed 
limit (between Flume and Lower Road/Highway 101) and what kind of community consultation 
would be required. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING October 29, 2012 
 
ADJOURNMENT  12:24 p.m. 
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SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT 

COMMUNITY BUS WORKSHOP 

 

September 19, 2012 

 

 
DRAFT NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CEDAR ROOM OF THE SUNSHINE 

COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT OFFICES, 1975 FIELD ROAD, SECHELT, BC. 

 

 

     PRESENT: Director, Electoral Area B, Chair Garry Nohr 

 Director, Town of Gibsons   Gerry Tretick 

 Director, District of Sechelt Alice Lutes 

 Director, Electoral Area A Frank Mauro 

 Director, Electoral Area D  Donna Shugar  

 Director, Electoral Area E  Lorne Lewis 

 Director, Electoral Area F Lee Turnbull 

 Alt. Director, Sechelt Indian Band  Keith Julius 

 Mayor, Town of Gibsons Wayne Rowe 

 Councilor, Town of Gibsons Lee Ann Johnson 

 Councilor, Town of Gibsons Dan Bouman 

 Manager, Transportation and Facilities  Brian Sagman 

 Recording Secretary  Diane Corbett 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  12:30 p.m. 

 

INTRODUCTION   

 

Chair Nohr introduced the workshop, noting that staff wanted feedback from participants 

regarding issues and opportunities that could be relayed to BC Transit for consideration within 

the development of the Transit Future Plan. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Mr. Sagman provided background information pertaining to Sunshine Coast Regional District 

(SCRD) discussions on the topic of community bus services that led to the scheduling of this 

workshop. 

 

A presentation was prepared that addressed: BC Transit planning process; potential community 

bus routes; service costs; scheduling; vehicle requirements; and estimation of ridership. The 

overview was to highlight cost constraints and issues pertaining to the introduction of the 

smaller, handyDART-sized buses. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

Throughout the presentation, participants directed questions to staff to learn more about the 

possibilities for public transit and transportation services could be provided either in the 

partnership with BC Transit or independently.  There was discussion concerning desirable 

futures, potential partnerships, and creative possibilities for the Sunshine Coast. There was 

interest in the use of smaller vehicles, shared rides, local service, and flexibility in service 

delivery options. 

 

Suggestions included: 

 Use of handyDART buses, vans, minibuses and taxis, utilizing creativity to shift costs or take 

advantage of efficiencies… “This is an opportunity to rethink it.” 

 Have express bus for commuter ferry sailings from Langdale (6:30 and 5:30), and every half 

hour do a local route and not do express bus – then, even if you miss the bus at the ferry, 

there will be another within a half hour. 

 Important to have two/alternating routes through Roberts Creek via Highway #101 and 

Lower Road in order to provide service to those separate areas. 

 Investigate partnering to utilize school buses to do conventional transit service during off 

hours or when returning to the bus depot. 

 Have local routes provide flexible service with smaller vehicles in areas of lower density 

where buses could deviate from the established route to pick-up passengers on a dial-a-ride 

basis.   

 In the case of survey information to identify needs the SCRD would like input into the design 

of the survey. 

 Example routing: in order to highlight the costs and typical productivity of community bus 

service staff provided a preliminary analysis of a route that would service Elphinstone, 

Gibsons and West Howe Sound terminating at the Langdale ferry terminal. 

 Would like to know how wide the options are, inside and outside BC Transit in terms of 

developing local services. 

 

Issues identified by participants included: 

 Inadequate statistical data from BC Transit to be able to assess what is going on. Detailed 

data is fundamental to the ability to manage. “This needs to be worked on.” 

 Cost of buses for independent service 

 Lack of flexibility in the BCT conventional service model 

 Impact of late ferries on bus schedule 

 

ROUNDTABLE 

 

Participants were asked by the Chair to give an indication of their priorities and main concerns 

that included: 
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 Expand and provide more regular service although we may not have the critical mass 

necessary to support the standard type of scheduled transit service. 

 It is important to collect relevant data so we don’t have to speculate on what services are 

needed. We also have to be clear with BC Transit that we want to evaluate the needs and then 

determine the best model for delivery service that may not be necessarily partnering with BC 

Transit.  Although we may not have the critical mass for transit throughout the coast, it exists 

in some places. We have to connect those places to each other; feed in those places that don’t 

have the critical mass. Take a ‘build it and they will come’ approach to develop long term 

environmental benefits.  We need to have something that is really clear and efficient. People 

can be discouraged by even a single bad experience with taking transit. 

 Take advantage of studies and data collection that have taken place previously including  

demographics that will show the trends towards our aging population.  This trend will then 

translate into the kind of vehicles that can create ease of access. HandyDART service is fine 

if in wheelchair, but some folks are no longer able to drive. We need to identify the travel 

needs of older people.   

 Address the difference between region and community and try to figure out how to maintain 

our high regional ridership which is connected to the ferry. Perhaps do ferry to ferry 

(Langdale to Egmont).  Identify higher density areas and where there are gaps in service. 

Identify barriers and figure out how to eliminate them.  There is a concern with collecting 

data from seasonal residents, senior residents, island residents who may be less inclined to 

participate or may not have the opportunities to participate. It is important to have options 

that maximize opportunities to participate especially in any surveys. 

 The community bus model should look at the fare structure to see if different fares could be 

applied to those buses as compared to the regional service that could have a higher fare. 

 We need a local route within the Gibsons area, partly because of our geography that includes 

a steep hill from Gibsons Landing to upper Gibsons.  A small bus circulating in that area 

rather than a big bus with a few people on it would be preferred. 

 There is lot of support for a service within the Pender Harbour area mainly focused on 

seniors. Our experience has been that the demand for service to Sechelt and 

Gibsons/Langdale has been sporadic. Have some sort of subsidy for a community bus to 

connect with the Malaspina service and provide some service between Egmont and Pender 

Harbour. Egmont people do shop in Pender Harbour, and that sort of travel is important to 

them; lots of seniors in Egmont can’t make that trip. Egmont to Pender Harbour event-driven 

transportation.  Want to maintain the regional school bus service.  Do need a needs 

assessment and ensure that the model for service is extremely flexible. The standard service 

won’t work in Pender Harbour. 

 Gibsons transit survey showed over 50% of demand was from the Bay area in the lower part 

of Gibsons. We have to account for our aging community.  Some older people are losing 

their drivers licenses and now have to look at other options for travel.  This study should 

establish the needs, then determine what options are available to meet those needs.  We have 

to be creative.  

 Although we have been discussing the needs of the elderly, but when I look at our bus stop, 

there are usually three to four people at our stop and rarely are they older people. Even in 

front of Clayton’s, I rarely see elderly; it seems to be the young. Connections with ferries are 

good. Regarding the use of school buses, a concern would be to maintain jobs. 
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 Options for use of school buses that would not lead to a loss of jobs could be to allow the 

schools buses to drop off the kids for example at Kinnickinnick and then loop through West 

Porpoise Bay and the Shores areas where they could pick people up and take them into 

Sechelt and then do the reverse at end of the day picking people up in town and dropping 

them off before picking up the kids. This would keep a separation between the kids and the 

adults.  There is a need for ridership data by bus stop that could be achieved possibly through 

an automated system.   

 Have a direct connection from Halfmoon Bay area for the 6:20 am ferry and for the return on 

the 5:30 pm ferry.  Try to locate stops where people have a convenient waiting area rather 

than near ditches or the edge of ditches. 

 We would want to look at coordination with Powell River if considering service between the 

Langdale ferry terminal and Earl’s Cove ferry. 

 For ferry to ferry, what might work is an early and late run, maybe a pick up at Halfmoon 

Bay. Focus on times when the demand is highest and provide a cheaper fare and/or integrate 

the fare with the rest of the system. 

 Could the lack of a transit yard in the Gibsons area be addressed by using the school bus yard 

especially for the smaller community buses?  We have learned in Gibsons when police forces 

amalgamated about wasted hours deadheading to Sechelt. By putting in a police station in 

Gibsons we will have more policing time in our community.  

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Staff announced that BC Transit would be attending the upcoming Infrastructure Services 

Committee. Staff invited further discussion by email.  A summary of the meeting notes will be 

sent to BC Transit for consideration within their planning process. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 2:12 p.m. 
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SUNSHINE COAST 1975 Field Road Tel. 604.885.6800
Sechelt Fax: 604.885.7909REGIONAL DISTRICT British Columbia Toll Free 1.800.687.5753
Canada VON 3A1 Web Site: www.scrd.ca

October 1, 2012
f

.

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure -

Box 950
-

Sechelt, BC VON 3A0

Attention: Mr. Don Legault
Area Manager, Roads

Dear Mr. Legault:

Re: Speed Zone on Roberts Creek Road

In 2011 the Sunshine Coast Regional District began a process to seek a change to the
speed zone on Roberts Creek Road from a school zone to a playground zone in order
to provide additional protection to pedestrians and bicyclists when school is not in
session. As you suggested in July of 2011 we sought the support of School District No.
46 and this support has now been received (please refer to the attached letter).

We therefore request that you revise the speed zone on Roberts Creek Road to a
playground designation at your earliest opportunity.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Yours truly,

SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT

Garry Nohr
Chair

cc Transportation Advisory Committee

/bks

Attachment

ELECTORAL AREAS: A/Egmont, Pender Harbour B/Halfmoon Bay DI Roberts Creek E/ Elphinstone F! West Howe Sound
MUNICIPALITIES: District of Sechelt/Secheit Indian Government District/ Town of Gibsons12
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School District No. 46
(Sunshine Coast)

A COMMUNITY ENGAGED IN ThE PURSUIT OF LIFELONG
LEARNING AND EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

September 26, 2011

VIA EMAIL: Brian.SagmanscrcLca

Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Road
Sechelt,B.C. VON 3A1

ATTENTION: Mr. B. Sagman, Manager of Transportation and Facilities

Dear Mr. Sagman:

RE: SPEED ZONE ON ROBERTS CREEK ROAD

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the decision to change the designation of the
section of Roberts Creek Road at Roberts Creek Elementary School from a school zone to a
playground zone.

Student safety is always the priority for our Board. We believe this priority extends beyond the
school day and beyond the limits of our playgrounds. While the specific responsibility of our
Board to student safety is on the grounds of our schools, we share the community’s values of
safety first for all children at all times.

The Board of Education of School District No. 46 (Sunshine Coast) supports the designation of
the change to a playground zone along the portion of Roberts Creek Road outside Roberts Creek
Elementary School.

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

ilas White
Board Chair

1cm

pc: Patrick Bocking, Superintendent of Schocils
Trustees

P.O. Box 220, Gibsons, BC VON IVO — Tel: (604) 886-8811 Fax: (604) 886-4652
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Roberts Creek Crash Statistics, Route 101 
 

For Information Only: 
 
Re: 
Minutes of Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting, September 10, 
2012     Page 7 of 7 Recommendation No. 9 Highway 101 Speed Limit 
Discussion 
The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that a discussion be 
scheduled for the next Infrastructure Services Committee meeting regarding 
lowering the Highway #101 speed limit (between Flume and Lower 
Road/Highway 101) and what kind of community consultation would be 
required. 
 
 
As requested during informal discussions with Const. Bozak,  we 
have conducted preliminary research into crash statistics for 
Route 101, Roberts Creek. 
 
The attached Crash Map, depicting five years of crash data, was 
taken from the ICBC interactive Intersection Crash Map website 
(see link) which, when accessed, shows year-by-year statistics, 
including crash severity. It is recommended that Committee 
Members visit the site to evaluate its potential usefulness during 
the community consultation process.  
 
If required, Sunshine Coast Speed Watch would be willing to 
assist further in this matter. 
 
Jon Hird 
Sunshine Coast Speed Watch 
 
 
http://public.tableausoftware.com/views/AzIntersectionCrashesintheLower
Mainland20072011/LMDashboard?:embed=y 
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SCRD STAFF REPORT   

   
DATE:  August 10, 2012 

TO:  Community Services Committee – September 13, 2012 

FROM: Sam Adams, Parks Planning Coordinator  

RE:  VeloCity International Bike Conference 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
THAT the Community Services Committee receives the Parks Planners report regarding the 
VeloCity International Bike Conference as information only; 
 
AND THAT SCRD shares this report with local municipalities and the Transportation Advisory 
Committee. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Staff applied for and received a grant from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
which covered the registration fee to attend the June 2012 VeloCity International Conference on 
bicycling held in Vancouver. The VeloCity conference, which has been an annual event since 
1980, is put on by the European Cycling Federation and is a forum for discussing and promoting 
bicycling. Regions that hosted past conferences have seen substantial bike user-ship 
improvements based on previous conference recommendations.  The purpose of this report is 
to share information from the conference to support the work SCRD is undertaking to invest in 
bicycle-walking pathways and to highlight best practices from rural and urban communities.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
There are significant benefits to cycling for both individuals and the communities in which they 
live: 

 saves money on infrastructure and maintenance; 

 reduces congestion; 

 prevents obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular disease; 

 prevent depression; 

 and reduces green house gas emissions. 
 
With all of these positive benefits this begs the question “how can we invite more people to 
bike”? Below are five key points which staff took from the conference in relation to that question: 
 
1) Reduce Speed from 50km to 30km  

Reducing speed limits on feeder streets from 50km to 30km will reduce accidents and save 
lives.  An accident between a pedestrian and a vehicle has a 5% chance of ending in pedestrian 
fatality if the vehicle is travelling at 30km/hr as opposed to a 45% chance at 50km/hour*.  In 
other words, as a pedestrian you are almost 10 times more likely to be killed if hit by a car going 
50km/hr as you are by a car going 30km/hr. Below 30km/hr per hour the likelihood of pedestrian 
death is almost zero.  
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Community Services Meeting – September 13, 2012 
VeloCity Conference   Page 2 

 

 

 

In addition, the stopping distance of a vehicle is much better at the slower rate of travel which 
reduces the chances of an accident even occurring.  For example, travelling at 40mph 
(64km/hr), the average driver who sights a pedestrian on the road 100 feet (30m) ahead will still 
be travelling 38mph (61km/hr) on impact: driving at 25 mph (40km/hr), the driver will have 
stopped before the pedestrian is struck. ** 

In assessing additional bicycle pathway routes on the coast, the potential to apply speed 
reductions simultaneously would support enhanced safety for bicyclists and support increased 
ridership. 

2) Building and Upgrading Bikeways 
  
Safe and continuous infrastructure is still an essential element in encouraging cycling as a mode 
of travel. This table from a City of Portland survey demonstrates different segments  of the 
population and their propensity for cycling as their main form of transportation.   

 
This poll was conducted to see who would use cycling as their main means of transportation as 
opposed to just riding recreationally, which would yield different results.  
 
The two smallest categories total under 8% of the population – Strong and Fearless and 
Enthused and Confident represent those riders who either ride anywhere anytime with the 
encouragement of non-separated bicycle walking lanes (like those supported by SCRD’s work 
under the 665 function).  
 
The largest segment – 60% communicated a need for ‘better separation from traffic’ in order to 
ride their bicycle on a regular basis. 
 
This survey suggests that to capture the 60% of ‘Interested but Concerned’ we would need to 
build our infrastructure with much more separation from traffic. The off road bike path in Roberts 
Creek would be an example of this type of infrastructure.  Findings at VeloCity suggested 
everything from rumble strips, ramps; plastic bollards, rubbers curbs and similar devices that 
provide comfort to a broader range of cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
 
 
 
 

*Source: McLean AJ, Anderson RWG, Farmer MJB, Lee BH, Brooks CG. Vehicle 
Speeds and the Incidence of Fatal Pedestrian Collisions - Volume 1. Federal Office of 
Road Safety, Australia. See also Traditional Neighborhood Development Street Design 
Guidelines. Transportation Planning Council Committee 5P-8, Institute of Transportation 
Engineers. Washington D.C., 1997, p. 15-16 

* * ETSC (1995) Reducing traffic injuries resulting from excess and inappropriate speed.     
European Transport Safety Council ETSC, Brussels. 
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Additional specific recommendations for road configuration included: 
 

 Where space or cost constraints do not permit a separate lane, sharrows or green-
painted road surface, (now prescribed by the TAC guidelines), are a low-cost way of 
raising awareness, decreasing speeds and creating space for cyclists – these markings 
could be extended to pedestrians walking on the left side of the road.  One present 
potential example is the westbound Payne Road/ Hwy 101 intersection lane which could 
be repainted at nominal cost. 

 

 

 Advisory walk/cycle lanes are an innovative way of using the existing space where traffic 
volumes do not justify two full lanes.  This is in combination with removal of the centre 
line, an accepted traffic calming method.  
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3) Education and Policy 

Numerous studies show that the addition of education, encouragement, and events significantly 
increases return on investment on bicycle infrastructure and can double ridership.  
(http://policy.rutgers.edu/faculty/pucher/TRA960_01April2011.pdf) 

Three cities that have programming and events to support cycling saw a mode share increase 
(Austin, Chicago, Colorado Springs), and the three that implemented similar infrastructure with 
little or no programming saw mode share decreases. 

http://www.cts.umn.edu/Publications/ResearchReports/reportdetail.html?id=1646 

The high number of cyclists now common in several European countries who are considered 
world leaders now, follows concerted public outreach effort in the 1970’s.  

The SCRD’s support of ‘Bike to Work Week’ saw a near tripled ridership from 2011 to 2012 
events (~200 to 512) and doubled in-kind and community based sponsorship for the event with 
doubled emissions reductions.  Considering the potential return on investment, there is clearly 
room for increasing such initiatives on the Sunshine Coast.  Bike Safety & Awareness 
workshops; School Travel Planning and related programs provide opportunities to support 
increased awareness and uptake in other segments of the community. 
 
The 665 Function is authorized for “building and maintaining” bike paths; programming, 
education and outreach has been supported to date through 136 Function Community Energy & 
Emissions Plan.  Including education should be considered for future.   
 
 
4) Electric Bikes 

 
In regards to using cycling as a main form of transportation, many areas of the Sunshine Coast 
don’t lend themselves to easy riding. Distances between destinations and hills are two of the 
main barriers to the incorporation of cycling into a personal transportation schedule. Electric 
bikes and their advancing technologies are, and will continue to be, game changers on the 
Sunshine Coast in this regard, local bike shops sell several models.  There is a noticeable 
increase in use and experimentation of these technologies.  The technologies are advancing 
rapidly with electric motors and their battery packs becoming smaller and cheaper every year. 
While electric bikes will not completely eliminate the barriers to cycling offered by hills and 
distances, they will greatly diminish them and thereby allow more people to access cycling as a 
regular means of transportation. 

 
 

5) Bicycle Tourism 
 

There are several types of bicycle tourism, in one type riders use the Sunshine Coast as a 
vacation destination and are either riding through or making riding part of their vacation. An 
example of this might be a family visiting the coast and spending three days in a Bed and 
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Breakfast (B&B’s) and mountain bike riding at Sprockids on one of those days and doing other 
recreational activities on other days. Or there is the “Circle Route” which involves riding bicycles 
from Vancouver through the Sunshine Coast, over to Powell River by ferry then on to the 
Comox Valley and back to Horseshoe Bay by way of Nanaimo. We often see these folks riding 
on Hwy 101 in the summer with their panniers (the luggage bags on the sides of the bikes).  
 
Bicycle event tourism is another category of cycling tourism. Events like the SunCoaster Bicycle 
Race and the BC Bike Race bring thousands of people a year to the coast. While these are 
primarily mountain biking events they serve to promote a bicycling culture.  
 
Whether people are cycling through or participating in an event they bring money to the Coast 
and increase awareness of bicycling. Support of these events and investments in our bicycling 
infrastructure will serve to enhance these desirable revenue streams and add to the culture of 
bicycling. 
 
Finally, a theme which ran through the entire VeloCity conference was that walking, bicycling, 
and transit must be considered together when considering transportation needs. People rarely, 
if ever just cycle, but they do cycle, walk and sometimes incorporate a bus ride into their trip. 
Therefore in order to invite people to step out of their cars it is important to coordinate these 
transportation choices. 
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From: Silas White
To: Diane Corbett
Subject: Re: Transportation Advisory Committee October 29 - Call for Agenda Items
Date: October-16-12 1:22:20 PM
Attachments: Email from Nic Weswick.docx

Min of Transportation - Timberland Rd.pdf

Hi Diane,

I'd like to add one item to the agenda:

Roberts Creek Elementary bus pull-out / Timberland Rd. widening.

I submit two attachments in support of this item.

Silas
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mailto:silas@nightwoodeditions.com
mailto:Diane.Corbett@scrd.ca
http://www.nightwoodeditions.com/

Hi Silas,



The only issue that has come to my attention in the past few months is the

School bus pick up/drop off area at RCES. It would be great to have a

pull-out area constructed, though there is apparently insufficient space

to do so. Additionally, widening Timberland Road by the school and

evaluating improved traffic flow options could increase student safety in

the upper parking lot. This has been identified as an area of concern to

the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure several years ago and

also in response to the Roberts Creek OCP. 





Thanks,



Nicholas Weswick

Secretary-Treasurer

School District 46 (Sunshine Coast)

Ph: 604-886-4484


















Hi Silas, 
 
The only issue that has come to my attention in the past few months is the 
School bus pick up/drop off area at RCES. It would be great to have a 
pull-out area constructed, though there is apparently insufficient space 
to do so. Additionally, widening Timberland Road by the school and 
evaluating improved traffic flow options could increase student safety in 
the upper parking lot. This has been identified as an area of concern to 
the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure several years ago and 
also in response to the Roberts Creek OCP.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Nicholas Weswick 
Secretary-Treasurer 
School District 46 (Sunshine Coast) 
Ph: 604-886-4484 
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