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TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Monday, September 8, 2014 

SCRD “Cedar” Room, 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC 
 

              AGENDA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 10:15 A.M. 
  
AGENDA 
 

1. Adoption of Agenda 
 
MINUTES 

 
2.  Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 23, 
 2014 – For information 
 
3.  Transportation Initiators Group (Progress Plan) Meeting Minutes of  
 July 29, 2014 – For information 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

4. Colin Midgley, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, regarding 
Beach Avenue Speed Limit, Roberts Creek, BC 

 
REPORTS 
 

5. Sunshine Coast Speed Watch Reports, June 2014 and July 2014  
 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
6. Barriers in the 1300 block of Highway 101 (L. Lewis / S. Adams) 
 
7. Rethinking Speed Limits – For information 
 

8. “No Accident: Eliminating Injury and Death on Canadian Roads” – 
Verbal review by J. Hird 

 
ROUND TABLE 
 
NEXT MEETING       November 3, 2014 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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pp. 1 – 5 

 
Annex B 
pp. 6 – 9 
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pp. 11 – 12 
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SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT 

 TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 

June 23, 2014 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CEDAR ROOM OF THE SUNSHINE COAST 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OFFICES, 1975 FIELD ROAD, SECHELT, BC. 

 

 

 PRESENT: Director, Electoral Area E, Chair  Lorne Lewis 

 (Voting Members) Director, Electoral Area B Garry Nohr  

 Director, Electoral Area D  Donna Shugar  

 Director, Electoral Area A   Frank Mauro 

 Director, Town of Gibsons   Gerry Tretick 

 Alt. Director, District of Sechelt   Doug Hockley 

  

 Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Don Legault 

 Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Colin Midgley 

 BC Ferries  Maureen Darragh 

 Progress Plan   Marj McDougall 

 Trustee, School District No. 46 Silas White 

 Transportation Choices (TraC)  Martin Prestage 

 

ABSENT: Director, SIGD Chris August  

    Director, Electoral Area F    Lee Turnbull 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Manager, Transit and Fleet  Rob Williams 

 (Non-Voting) Alt. Director, Area F  Joyce Clegg 

 Capilano Highways  Tyler Lambert 

 Gibsons and District Chamber of Commerce Donna McMahon 

 Sunshine Coast Speed Watch  Jon Hird 

 Recording Secretary  Diane Corbett 

 Media  2 

 

CALL TO ORDER  10:15 a.m. 

 

AGENDA The Agenda was adopted as amended. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Speed Watch  

 

Mr. Hird noted that Roberts Creek Elementary 30 km zone tends to have low compliance and 

that 30 km zones in general tend to have low compliance. He commented on how well the Speed 

Watch program is accepted on the coast; Speed Watch receives waves and positive comments 

from passersby and other indications of support of the program.  
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Mr. Hird gave examples of an emerging worldwide trend towards lower speed limits, typically 

30 km/hour, in residential areas. He commented that this enhances the quality of life in 

neighbourhoods. People tend to be out in the street more as it is more pleasant to be out there. 

The more people are out in the streets, the more likely drivers will change their behavior. The 

committee request for a lower speed limit on Beach Avenue is aligned with the trends.  

 

Discussion ensued on enabling neighbourhoods to implement a lower speed limit and the 

complexity of road type designations and road jurisdictions in applying speed limit changes. 

 

Director Shugar expressed appreciation for the RCMP deployment on Roberts Creek Road and 

suggested that this is needed to resonate with people that there is a playground zone.  

 

Director Nohr thanked Mr. Hird for his efforts and being an advocate for this. 

 

Recommendation No. 1 Speed Watch Monthly Reports  

 

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the Speed Watch Monthly Reports 

for April 2014 and May 2014 be received.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mr. Prestage announced that a full report for Bike to Work Week would be out soon. This year’s 

program on the Sunshine Coast was a tremendous success, with 278 riders travelling 1125 km. 

This region rated in the top 20% of communities. Figures were down from last year as students 

did not include mileages due to the school strike situation.  

 

The Selma Park bike lane northbound from Highway 101 and Selma Park Road suddenly ends 

when it drops off by the ditch. TraC has been complaining about this corner for a long time and 

nothing has been done. Mr. Prestage emphasized this is an extremely dangerous corner and 

requested that, at minimum, a sign be installed to warn approaching cyclists that they need to 

share the road. He noted that ultimately maintenance needed to be done. There is evidence of 

people being taken to hospital due to accidents at this location. 

 

Mr. Legault indicated he would try to get a sign installed which would first require approval of 

the Regional Traffic Engineer. Mr. Legault indicated MoTI would be extending a bike lane 

through there in the long term and that, although this is on the priority list, funding has not yet 

been received. Mr. Legault and Mr. Lambert indicated they would take a look at the area. 

 

Mr. Prestage stated that TraC has requested clarification regarding the frequency of shoulder 

maintenance by Capilano Highways, including brushing, sweeping and grading. TraC would like 

to see if there is a way to work with Capilano and MoTI by sharing information. 

 

2



Minutes of Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting   Page 3 of 5 

June 23, 2014  
 

 

Mr. Lambert remarked that Capilano Highways would appreciate input regarding areas that 

need attention and indicated he would follow up by email with Mr. Prestage, copied to Mr. 

Williams. 

 

Recommendation No. 2 Correspondence 

 

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the correspondence from Martin 

Prestage, Transportation Choices (TraC), regarding Bike-to-Work Week, Selma Park Bike Lane, 

and condition of paved bike lanes and shoulders be received. 

 

Recommendation No. 3 Road Sharing Awareness 

 

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the Chair write a letter to ICBC, and 

the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, with copies to the BC Automobile Association 

(BCAA) and other transportation groups on the Sunshine Coast, such as TraC, to encourage them 

to institute a program to educate drivers and cyclists to share the road and be aware. 

 

Management of knotweed in bike lanes by Capilano Highways was discussed. 

 

Ms. McMahon noted that a summary of the May 9th cycling tourism workshop sponsored by the 

Chamber and TraC is available on the Gibsons and District Chamber of Commerce website. Ms. 

McMahon reported that cycling in Vancouver is increasing dramatically and people are 

naturally looking for places to go, so the number of cyclists coming to the coast is increasing. 

The Chamber has done a paper map of day cycling routes in Gibsons area and is working on a 

Google map. The goal is to show road conditions and alternate routes.  

 

Ms. McMahon commented on linking with Vancouver Island groups regarding cycling tourism 

and the Circle Route tour. She stated that key factors in promoting cycling tourism include 

identification of assets for cycling tourism, involvement of partners, creation of signage and 

promotion of routes. She noted that most cyclists do not want to be on the highway and that the 

Chamber would be looking at off-highway route development for road cyclists.  

 

Mr. Lambert described three types of roadside vegetation control done by Capilano Highways: 

mowing (on flat ground, done every year for main and side roads), roadside brushing (flat 

ground, not done every year), and overhead brushing (done selectively, early spring, late fall). 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Gambier Island Related Issues 

 

Ms. Clegg addressed Mr. Legault and Mr. Lambert regarding road maintenance and road 

signage on Gambier, and “No parking” signs for Langdale.  
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Mr. Lambert indicated Capilano would be on Gambier the following week to follow up on 

Ms. Clegg’s remarks about a lot of blind corners that exist as a result of high grass on the 

roadside. 

 

Road signage is something that the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure has tried to 

install on Gambier in the past, however it is usually promptly removed. Mr. Legault remarked 

that a program to install road signs could happen if there was community buy-in. 

 

Mr. Legault indicated that “No parking” signs had been placed on Port Mellon Highway from 

the intersection at the ferry terminal north at the entrance to the overflow, around the corner to 

Smith Road, and that six more signs would be installed directing  people to a different location. 

 

Discussion ensued about the BC Bike Race. 

 

ROUNDTABLE 

 

Ms. Clegg noted there had been vehicle break-ins in the pay parking lot at the Langdale ferry 

terminal. 

 

Ms. Darragh recommended that people should go to ICBC and the police if their car is broken 

into and advise BC Ferries. 

 

Director Shugar advised Mr. Legault that she had been approached about Beach Avenue from 

Henderson to Park Road area where property owners are putting rocks on the road allowance at 

the edge of their grass, preventing people from walking off road, and that she had directed 

individuals to contact MoTI about this. The Director noted a letter was received by the SCRD 

from the Roberts Creek OCP Committee regarding partnering with the Conservation Association 

and wildlife people to request permission to try to control knotweed at Henderson Beach access 

area through a program of manual treatment that could require a significant volunteer 

contingent over a length of time. Director Shugar urged MoTI to consider this request as an 

experiment. 

 

Mr. Lambert noted the area was off Capilano’s list and would not be treated with chemicals. 

 

Director Mauro remarked that he would like to discuss with Mr. Legault the change with the 

commercial building in the entrance to Madeira Park. 

 

Mr. Midgley, who recently joined MoTI, was introduced. 

 

Mr. Williams advised that the summer transit schedule would be in effect June 25th.  SCRD 

Transit has four new Nova buses on the road; three more buses will be replaced next year. 

 

Ms. McDougall announced that Coast Car Co-op had recently obtained its third car, a Vibe 

compact, that would be parked in Roberts Creek at the library. There are plans for the 
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Transportation Initiatives Group (TIG) to meet in July. As liaison between this committee and 

the TIG, Ms. McDougall invited members to direct information to her to forward to the TIG. 

 

Director Nohr extended thanks and appreciation to MoTI and Capilano Highways for the 

immediate action taken whenever a concern is raised. 

 

Mr. White commented on the progress in construction of the new Gibsons Elementary School. He 

discussed with Mr. Legault a plan to extend the curb to improve the alignment at the intersection 

of North and School Roads. 

 

Mr. Legault explained that he did not know if MoTI had any funding to do improvements coming 

down from the North Road end but MoTI was trying to meet the Town’s requirements to extend 

the curb. He was not aware of whether the Town had any additional funding that would be 

needed to move light standards and traffic signals. It is up to the Town and MoTI regional 

engineers to look at the design. 

 

Mr. White commented that he would touch base with Dave Newman at the Town of Gibsons. 

 

Director Lewis pointed out that knotweed at Chaster Creek estuary is heading towards Chaster 

Park. 

 

Mr. Lambert stated he would add this to his list. 

 

Mr. Hird mentioned new infrastructure, a precursor light, on North approaching Reed Road and 

on the west entrance to Gibsons approaching Payne, helpful for heavy vehicles needing a certain 

amount of stopping distance. Mr. Hird wondered if there were steps that could be taken to have a 

playground zone at the new elementary school and playgrounds. 

 

Mr. Legault responded that Gibsons could decide what they want on their roads. The process for 

Roberts Creek playground zone involved getting a letter of support wanting change from a 

school zone to playground zone from local government, the School District and Parents Advisory 

Committee. 

 

The BC Ferries summer schedule will change June 25th at Langdale and Route 13. During the 

BC Bike Race there will be a cancellation on Route 7. It will be very busy at Langdale and BC 

Ferries may use a standby vessel. 

 

NEXT MEETING  September 8, 2014 
 

ADJOURNMENT  11:56 pm 
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