INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES COMMITTEE
Thursday, May 7, 2015
SCRD Board Room, 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER

1:30 p.m.

AGENDA

1. Adoption of the Agenda
DELEGATION

1. Environmental Technician

UBC Masters Project – Water Availability and Climate Change for the
Chapman Creek Water System

Annex A
pp 1 - 2

REPORTS

2. Environmental Technician

Annex B
pp 3 – 4

3. Environmental Technician

Annex C
pp 5 – 6

4. Manager Transit and Fleet

Annex D
pp 7 – 8

5. Manager Transit and Fleet

Annex E
p9

6. Administrative Assistant

Annex F
p 10

7. Administrative Assistant

Annex G
pp 11 – 12

8. Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee Minutes of

Annex H
pp 13 – 15

9. Public Wharves Advisory Committee Minutes of March 30, 2015

Annex I
pp 16 – 18

Chapman Creek Source Assessment Response Plan Implementation
Update
(Voting – A, B, D, E, F, Sechelt)
Update on AJB Logging in the Chapman Creek Watershed
(Voting – A, B, D, E, F, Sechelt)
Provincial Transit Expansion Funding
(Voting – B, D, E, F, Sechelt, SIGD, Gibsons)
2015/2016 BC Transit Annual Operating Agreement (AOA)
(Voting B, D, E, F, Sechelt, SIGD, Gibsons)
Ports Function
(Voting – B, D, E, F)

Monthly Report for April
(Voting – All Directors)
March 23, 2015
(Voting A, B, D, E, F, Sechelt)

(Voting B, D, E, F)

Infrastructure Services Committee Agenda
Thursday, May 7, 2015

Page 2 of 2

COMMUNICATIONS

10. Roberts Creek Community Association, dated March 25, 2015

Annex J
p 19

11. Managed Forest Council, dated March 30, 2015

Annex K
p 20

Regarding Logging by AJB Investments Ltd. in Chapman Creek
Watershed
Regarding Forest Stewardship Plans, Zoning, Bylaws and
Communication

12. Managed Forest Council, dated April 22, 2015

Regarding Concerns with Block CH1 in the Chapman Creek
Watershed

Annex L
pp 21 – 23

13. Ministry of Transportation, received April 14, 2015

Annex M
p 24

14. RCMP, dated April 10, 2015

Annex N
p 25

Regarding B.C. on the Move – A 10 Year Transportation Plan
Regarding Vessel Operation Restriction Regulations and
Sunshine Coast Drinking Water Lakes

IN CAMERA
That the public be excluded from attendance at the meeting in accordance with section 90(1)
(e) of the Community Charter “the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or
improvements…”
ADJOURNMENT

Annex A
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 17, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Monte Staats, Environmental Technician

RE:

UBC Masters Project – Water Availability and Climate Change for the
Chapman Creek Water System

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the staff report entitled “UBC Masters Project – Water Availability and Climate
Change for the Chapman Creek Water System” be received for information;

BACKGROUND
In September 2013, SCRD Staff member, Monte Staats, took a one year leave of absence in
order to complete a Professional Masters program focusing on watershed management at the
University of British Columbia (UBC). The project was supervised by a UBC faculty member, Dr.
Hans Schreier, and two working professionals, Dr. Dave Bates and Brian Carson. The major
findings from the project will be presented at the May 7, Infrastructure Services Committee
meeting.
This project is aligned with and/or supports the following SCRD master plans:
-

Chapman Creek Source Assessment Response Plan
Comprehensive Regional Water Plan
Agriculture Area Plan
We Envision

DISCUSSION
Introduction
Chapman Creek is the main potable water source on the Sunshine Coast, and services
approximately 22,000 people. Concerns have been expressed that increasing water demand due
to population growth and increasing climatic variability might lead to water shortages during the
summer season. As a result, a water demand and supply analysis was conducted for the
Chapman water system to determine how climate change might impact water consumption and
future water supply. The analysis was developed by reviewing historic temperature, precipitation,
discharge, and water consumption data to determine historic trends. The data were analyzed
and used to conduct a sensitivity analysis by developing water consumption scenarios for
business as usual demand (0% reduction in demand based on 2010, which maintained the
highest average daily water consumption for the summer over the last 6 years), moderate demand
management (12% reduction in demand) and intensive demand management (20% reduction in
demand) under a 1,2, and 3 °C increase in average summer temperatures with and without
drought conditions.
N:\Infrastructure & Public Works\5282 Watershed - Chapman Creek\5282-02 Chapman Watershed Studies\2015-04-17 water
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Key Findings
Since 1962, there is clear evidence that average annual temperatures have increased and total
annual precipitation has decreased on the Sunshine Coast. Major concerns were noted for the
winter and summer seasons as the warming temperatures and decreasing precipitation during
the winter indicates that the annual snowpack is decreasing, which may affect the timing of when
water is released from the main storage reservoirs during the summer season. The changes in
temperature and precipitation during the summer season indicate that prolonged droughts are
becoming more common. These changing climate patterns suggest that summer water
availability on the Sunshine Coast is depleting over time. Changing climate patterns on the
Sunshine Coast were also linked to summer water demand. It was estimated that for every one
degree °C increase to average daily temperatures in July and August, water consumption
increases by 34 litres per capita per day (LCD) under business as usual water demand. It was
further estimated that for every decrease in one mm of total average rainfall during July and
August, water consumption will increase by an average of nearly 2 LCD under business as usual
water demands, where under drought conditions, water consumption can increase to nearly 50
LCD.
Key Conclusions
Some of the factors that influence water supply and water consumption, such as climate change
and population growth, will eventually cause the current thresholds for daily water consumption
and total water availability in the Chapman water system to be exceeded. The results from the
sensitivity analysis determined that these thresholds could be exceeded within the next 5 years if
summer water consumption patterns reflect a business as usual demand and we experience
drought conditions. However, since 2010, which was the worst year for summer water
consumption over the last 6 years, water consumption has decreased during the summer. If
summer water consumption is reduced by 20% from 2010 levels, then the outlook for the
Chapman water system is much better (the system experienced a 12.5% drop in summer
consumption in 2014). With a 20% reduction in summer water consumption, exceeding the water
system capacities could be prolonged by 12 to 15 years from now.

N:\Infrastructure & Public Works\5282 Watershed - Chapman Creek\5282-02 Chapman Watershed Studies\2015-04-17 water
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Annex B
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 16, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Monte Staats, Environmental Technician

RE:

CHAPMAN CREEK SOURCE ASSESSMENT RESPONSE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
UPDATE

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the staff report entitled “Chapman Creek Source Assessment Response Plan
Implementation Update” be received for information;

BACKGROUND
The Chapman Creek Source Assessment Response Plan (SARP) was adopted by the Board on
July 12, 2012. The SARP lists a number of actions in priority sequence that are to be implemented
to address identified hazards to drinking water quality and quantity within the Chapman
watershed. Every year the Infrastructure Services Department provides the ISC with an annual
work plan for implementing the SARP. This report will provide a status update on the
implementation of the SARP, outline the 2015 SCRD work plan, and provide the implementation
strategy to engage the other agencies who are also responsible for plan’s implementation.

DISCUSSION
SARP Update
There are a total of 75 action items listed in
the SARP to address identified hazards to
drinking water quality and quantity within the
Chapman Creek watershed. Since the SARP
was adopted, nearly half of the action items
are either complete, ongoing, or are in
progress. The Chart below provides the
general
status
on
the
SARP’s
implementation to date.

Figure 1. Implementation status on the
action items in the SARP

N:\Infrastructure & Public Works\5282 Watershed - Chapman Creek\5282-02 Chapman Watershed Studies\SARP Implementation\2015-03-19 SARP Implementation update staff report.docx
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SCRD 2015 SARP Work Plan
This year, the work plan for SARP includes the following SCRD led projects:
Table 1. 2015 SCRD SARP work plan
Hazard

Action

1

1

2

1

3

1

3

2

3

6

3

8

5

2

8

3

10

5

10

6

18

3

19

2

19

7

Description
Construct runoff conveyance and flow control structures on and
adjacent to roads (e.g. ditches, sumps, etc.) similar and including
those described in Sites 1, 2, and 5 of the field investigation
summary.
Analyze fecal coliform samples in raw water to determine specific
sources of fecal contaminants to inform management actions.
Define management strategy for any proposed forestry
operations to protect drinking water
Implement forest practices and BMP’s with the goal of achieving
zero turbidity, sediment and pathogen input to nearby creeks or
streams from forestry activities.
Continue monitoring for turbidity at WTP intake; add dissolved
organics and total color.
Complete a trend analysis of historic turbidity data to determine if
there is a pattern that can inform management decisions.
Identify alternative options for sources of supply
Confirm with MEM that all mining proposals upstream of intake
will be referred to SCRD and VCHA for review
Establish a new weather monitoring station in Tetrahedron Park
to monitor climate trends as a result of climate change
Re-instate snow survey program
Monitor effectiveness of progressive closure methods to reduce
availability of waste materials for transport; modify if necessary
Improve signage along roads
Initiate community clean-up events with priority on drinking
watersheds

Status
In progress
(Site 1
only)
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
Ongoing
In progress
Annual
event

SARP Implementation Plan Summary
The SCRD has the lead role in implementing the SARP. As the lead, the SCRD will seek
commitment and collaboration from other organizations who are also responsible for
implementing certain action items. The focus of the implementation plan includes:







Regular tracking and reporting on the implementation progress;
Regular communication with other organizations responsible for certain action items;
Showcasing work that has been completed;
Developing realistic work plans and budgeting appropriately;
Identifying opportunities to cost share and/or partner with other organizations; and
Where necessary, working with the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority in requesting
the implementation of certain action items.

Recent efforts to initiate the implementation plan include distributing a SARP implementation
update to members of the Technical Working Group (team of organizations that oversaw the
development of the SARP), and informing these organizations of the implementation plan. In
the coming months Staff will begin engaging directly with other organizations in regards to their
action items.
N:\Infrastructure & Public Works\5282 Watershed - Chapman Creek\5282-02 Chapman Watershed Studies\SARP Implementation\2015-03-19 SARP Implementation update staff report.docx
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Annex C
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 23, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Monte Staats, Environmental Technician

RE:

UPDATE ON AJB LOGGING IN THE CHAPMAN CREEK WATERSHED

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the staff report entitled “Update on AJB Logging in the Chapman Creek Watershed”
be received for information;

BACKGROUND
Following the initial staff report on the harvesting activity on AJB Investments private managed
forest lands property in the Chapman Creek Watershed, dated October 28, 2014, staff have been
providing monthly written or verbal updates on the logging activity and future harvesting plans.

DISCUSSION
AJB’s Harvesting Activities
AJB’s harvesting activities on block CH1 (west side of the watershed) appear to remain
suspended. Since January, 2015, there has been no evidence of any activity at the harvesting
area.
AJB’s 2015 Harvesting Plans
Staff understand that no harvesting will occur on block CH1 (west side of the watershed) or DR7
(east side of the watershed) this spring. It is further understood that any forestry activities to occur
this spring will be for silviculture activities (tree planting) only.
Managed Forest Council
The Managed Forest Council (MFC), who regulates private managed forest lands under the
Private Managed Forest Lands Act, has completed their investigation into the SCRD’s and
Vancouver Coastal Health Authorities (VCHA) concerns regarding the condition and lack of
maintenance to AJB’s erosion and sediment control measures at their harvesting area. On April
20th, a conference call was held between the MFC, SCRD Staff, three SCRD Board members,
and the Drinking Water Officer from VCHA to discuss the results from the investigation. A letter
dated April 22, 2015 was received from the MFC in regards to the investigation.

N:\Infrastructure & Public Works\5282 Watershed - Chapman Creek\5282-01 General\2015-04-23 AJB logging update.docx

5

-2-

NEXT STEPS
Staff will continue to monitor turbidity at the SCRD’s water treatment plant and will collect water
quality data at the harvesting area if further investigation is deemed necessary. Staff will also
continue to request information on the planned activities for the spring and summer.
Planning Staff are currently working on establishing a protocol agreement with Private Managed
Forest Land owners and the Managed Forest Council in order to ensure a clear and timely channel
of communication with all owners of Private Managed Forest Lands.
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Annex D
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 16, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – April 13, 2015

FROM:

Rob Williams, Manager of Transit & Fleet

RE:

PROVINCIAL TRANSIT EXPANSION FUNDING

RECOMMENDATION(S)
THAT the Manager of Transit and Fleet’s’ report titled “Provincial Transit
Expansion Funding” be received for information;
AND THAT the Chair request a meeting with the Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure in order to discuss options for the SCRD to proceed with transit
service and infrastructure expansions as per the Transit Future Plan.

BACKGROUND
Myrna Moore, Senior Regional Transit Manager for BC Transit provided a provincial
transit funding update to the Corporate and Administrative Services Committee on
March 26, 2015. Ms. Moore confirmed the recently announced Three Year Service Plan
for BC Transit provides relatively flat transit service funding for the next three years, or
between fiscal 2015 and 2018. As a result, proposed service expansions cannot be
funded during this time. In order to maintain a flat budget over the next three years’
service efficiencies will be required to accommodate any annual inflationary operating
costs.
Members of the Committee expressed their deep concern over this provincial
announcement citing the importance of the transit service to the Sunshine Coast as noted
in multiple local planning documents including the recently completed Transit Future
Plan. In addition to the two letters that the Board Chair has already sent to the Province
regarding this matter, as per the following Board resolution passed on April 9th, 2015, the
Committee requested that this topic be brought back to the next Infrastructure Services
Committee meeting in order to determine next steps by the SCRD to address this
situation and advance propose transit expansions.
165/15

Recommendation No. 1

BC Transit Plan Expansion Update

AND THAT the topic of BC Transit’s Plan for the Sunshine Coast
Transit System be referred to a future Infrastructure Service
Committee meeting;
AND FURTHER THAT staff report on requesting a change to
legislation in regard to the funding formula with the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure to allow the Regional District to
proceed with aspects of the Transit Future Plan for the Sunshine
Coast.
N:\Transportation & Transit Services\8770 Transportation Reports & Statistics\8770-20 Transportation
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DISCUSSION
The BC Transit Act is the governing legislation regarding all BC Transit services across
the province. While the Transit Act outlines broad powers regarding administration and
management of BC Transit services, the BC Transit Regulation specifically outlines
parameters around BC Transit and local government service agreements. Most notably,
the regulation clearly states the cost-sharing arrangement between local governments
and BC Transit. Other than the Victoria Regional Transit system that has a special
funding agreement that includes a percentage of local gas tax revenue, all other
provincial BC Transit systems fall under the following funding model for conventional
(fixed route) and custom (handyDART) transit services:
BC Transit Funding Model
Transit Service
Conventional
Custom

Provincial Share
46.69%
66.69%

Local Gov’t Share
53.31%
33.31%

Amendments to the BC Transit Regulation would be required in order to change the
current funding agreement between BC Transit and the SCRD. Anecdotal information
has indicated that temporary legislation changes have occurred in the past to allow
local governments to fully fund transit service expansions when provincial expansion
dollars have not been available. This option has not been offered with the Province’s
recent announcement that transit expansion funding will be flat for the next three years.
Opting to fully fund proposed transit service expansions may be a solution to a lack of
provincial funding, however it opens the door for local governments to permanently take
on greater financial responsibility regarding transit services. It is recommended that the
SCRD Board Chair request a meeting with MoTI Minister Stone to explore other funding
options in order to proceed with currently proposed transit service expansions as
outlined in the Sunshine Coast Transit Future Plan.

N:\Transportation & Transit Services\8770 Transportation Reports & Statistics\8770-20 Transportation Reports,
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Annex E
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 17, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Rob Williams, Manager of Transit and Fleet

RE:

BC TRANSIT 2015/16 ANNUAL OPERATING AGREEMENT (AOA)

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Manager of Transit and Fleet report entitled “BC TRANSIT 2015/16 ANNUAL
OPERATING AGREEMENT” be received;
AND THAT the Corporate Officer and Chair be authorized to sign the agreement.
BACKGROUND

Each year BC Transit and the SCRD enter into an Annual Operating Agreement (AOA) that
governs transit service costs and funding for the BC Transit fiscal year from April 1 to March 31.
DISCUSSION

The main changes in the 2015/16 BC Transit AOA over the previous 2014/15 AOA are as follows:







A 2% increase in fixed costs which applies to overhead.
A 2% increase in costs per hour of service that reflect changes in wage rates for
drivers.
A 2% increase in the shop maintenance rate per hour.
An 8% decrease in total fuel cost. This fuel projection is a result of all heavy-duty
buses now replaced with newer more efficient vehicles. The per litre fuel rate is also
projected to be lower helping improve fuel costs. Further, a new direct fuel charge
rate has been implemented more accurately reflecting the fuel consumption costs.
An 8% increase in total lease fees. This increase is to account for the additional lease
fees associated with the extra bus required for a full-year of the 2014 service
expansion. Also, one light-duty vehicle will be retired and replaced this year resulting
in higher annual lease fees. The new mobile lift lease fees also contribute to this total
increase.

It should be noted that the BC Transit AOA budget only outlines cost-shared expenses as per the
operating agreement between BC Transit and the SCRD and does not include other non-cost
shared items in the internal SCRD transit budget.
In summary, the 2014/15 AOA operating budget figures reflect previous communications with BC
Transit regarding budget projections and are accounted for within the 2015 SCRD Transit Budget
[310].

N:\Transportation & Transit Services\8770 Transportation Reports & Statistics\8770-20 Transportation Reports,
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Annex F
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 21, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Tracey Hincks, Administrative Assistant

RE:

Ports Function

RECOMMENDATION(S)
THAT the Administrative Assistant’s report dated April 21, 2015 titled “Ports Function”
be received.

BACKGROUND
The following resolution was adopted at the regular Board Meeting of April 9, 2015 and added to
the agenda for discussion:
Ports Function
163/15

THAT the topic of the Ports Function be added to the next Infrastructure
Services Committee agenda.

N:\Transportation & Transit Services\8310 Transportation - General\8310-01 General\2015-APR-21 Ports Function report.doc
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Annex G
SCRD STAFF REPORT
DATE:

April 24, 2015

TO:

Infrastructure Services Committee – May 7, 2015

FROM:

Administrative Assistant, Infrastructure Services

RE:

MONTHLY REPORT FOR APRIL 2015

RECOMMENDATION(S)
THAT the Administrative Assistant, Infrastructure Services’ report titled “Monthly
Report for April 2015” be received.
BACKGROUND

This report is prepared monthly as information for the Infrastructure Services Committee.

UTILITIES DIVISION
WATER TREATMENT PLANT

In March the Chapman Creek Water Treatment Plant produced and supplied 327,784 m3, a
2.2% increase over the five year average.
In March the South Pender Water Treatment Plant produced and supplied 26,750 m3.

Chapman Water Treatment Plant Monthly Flow
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WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM



1 water meter was installed in the Regional water system.
4 water meter setters were installed in various areas of the Regional water system.

CAPITAL WORKS



Potts Lane waterline replacement: 95% complete
Skookumchuck Road water main replacement: 10% complete

TRANSPORTATION AND FACILITIES DIVISION
TRANSIT

May and June transit schedules have now been finalized with BC Transit and reflect
currently posted Langdale ferry schedule changes.

FLEET

All 1995 New Flyer buses have been retired and replaced with 2006 Nova buses.

PORTS

Carry forward abutment and piling repairs are now complete with vehicle access permitted.

SOLID WASTE DIVISION




Safety railings were installed in April at Sechelt Landfill.
Safety railing installation construction has begun at the Pender Harbour Landfill.
WildSafeBC Community Coordinator Kim Drescher started the week of April 20.

Monthly Landfill Tonnage
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Note: Monthly tonnage includes all material received at both landfills combined.
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Annex H

SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT & shíshálh NATION (SECHELT INDIAN BAND
JOINT WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MARCH 23, 2015

MINUTES FROM THE JOINT WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD IN THE CEDAR ROOM AT SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT
OFFICES AT 1975 FIELD ROAD, SECHELT, BC
PRESENT:
shíshálh Nation:

Chief
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Rights and Title Department Director
Rights and Title Department Researcher

Calvin Craigan (part)
Garry Feschuk
Chris August (part)
Randy Joe (part)
Ben Pierre (part)
Jasmine Paul
Kim Wilkinson (part)

SCRD:

Director, Halfmoon Bay (Area B)
Director, Egmont/Pender Harbour (Area A)
Director, Roberts Creek (Area D)
Director, Elphinstone (Area E)
Director, West Howe Sound (Area F)
Director, Town of Gibsons
Director, District of Sechelt
Alt. Director, Roberts Creek (Area D)
Chief Administrative Officer
Recording Secretary
Members of the Public

Garry Nohr, Chair
Frank Mauro
Mark Lebbell
Lorne Lewis
Ian Winn
Silas White
Bruce Milne
Chris Hergesheimer
John France
Diane Corbett
3 (part)

REGRETS:

General Manager, Planning & Development
Senior Planner

Steve Olmstead
David Rafael

CALL TO ORDER

9:32 a.m.

AGENDA

The agenda was adopted as presented.
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IN CAMERA
The Committee moved to In Camera at 9:33 a.m.
THAT the public be excluded from attendance at the meeting in accordance with the Community
Charter, Section 90 (1) (e) “the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or improvements, if
the council considers that disclosure could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the
municipality”;
AND THAT Chris Hergesheimer, Alternate Director for Roberts Creek (Area D), be authorized to be
in attendance for the In Camera meeting.
The committee moved out of In Camera and recessed at 9:59 a.m.
The committee reconvened at 10:25 a.m.
MINUTES
Recommendation No. 1
The Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee recommended that the minutes of the meeting
of November 3, 2014 be received and adopted as presented.
Ms. Paul provided updates on items from the last meeting as follows:
 Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee Terms of Reference, Community
Watersheds and AJB Investment Lands – Staff continue to do work internally. Need to carry
item forward at the Nation level.
 Letters from SIB and SCRD requesting a meeting have been sent to AJB.
 SCRD Letter to MFLNRO Minister Thomson regarding Forest Practices Board, Special
Investigation Report on Community Watersheds – SIB awaits a copy of the letter.
 Chapman Lake options for increased drawdown – Bryan Shoji made a presentation to Sechelt
Council. SIB staff continue to work with SCRD staff regarding managing water.
Hans Penner and Ron Nielson joined the meeting at 10:25 a.m. Douglas Fugge joined the meeting at
10:40 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Recommendation No. 1

Permission to speak

The Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee recommended the visitors be allowed to speak
to the letter that they presented.
Recommendation No. 2

Correspondence regarding logging in Chapman Creek Watershed

The Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee recommended that the letter from Hans Penner
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and Ron Neilson on behalf of Concerned Citizens regarding logging in the Chapman Creek Watershed,
dated November 2, 2014 be received;
AND THAT the update letter of February 17, 2015 from Hans Penner on behalf of Concerned Citizens
and Elphinstone Logging Focus regarding logging in the Chapman Creek Watershed be received.
Mr. Penner advocated that the provision of fresh water is probably the most important service of local
governments, and that the matter of private property in the Chapman Creek watershed be resolved as
the largest priority. He noted the AJB property is quite large, composed of four or five properties, in
the middle of the Chapman Creek watershed. The properties were highlighted on a map that was
distributed with an update letter. The water intake at Chapman Creek is on private property. Mr.
Penner emphasized the urgency of the situation; there is a road constructed through these properties,
and AJB had indicated in the fall that it would stop logging in the watershed until the spring.
Mr. Penner requested:
1. That a letter be written by SCRD and SIB legal counsel to Surespan indicating the Sunshine Coast
community is opposed to and will not allow any more logging on the watershed, and that negotiations
proceed on obtaining that property;
2. To proceed with installing gates to stop illegal dumping, of such items as asbestos contaminated
drywall and gun shells;
3. That the Regional District ask staff to do at least a weekly inspection of the main publicly accessible
areas of the watershed.
He pointed out that the Town of Gibsons had proceeded to put value on its natural assets, described in
an article distributed with the update letter.
Mr. Penner noted his group fully acknowledges the right of title of Sechelt First Nation to this
unceeded territory to the boundary of the Squamish First Nation.
Mr. Nielson remarked that the group of concerned citizens was protecting the water for all the
residents on the coast and wanted to see the issue of private ownership in the watershed resolved.
Recommendation No. 3

Property Acquisition in the Chapman Creek Watershed

The Joint Watershed Management Advisory Committee recommended that a staff report regarding
property acquisition in the Chapman Watershed be forwarded to the next Infrastructure Services
Committee meeting;
AND THAT this report be referred to the Sechelt Indian Band for comment.
ADJOURNMENT

10:49 a.m.
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Annex I
SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC WHARVES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PWAC)
March 30, 2015

MINUTES FROM A PUBLIC WHARVES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT FRANK WEST HALL, 1224 CHASTER ROAD, GIBSONS, BC
PRESENT

PWAC Members

Nancy Donaldson, Chair
Tony Flynn
Bruce Wallis
Roger Sayer
Russ Spencer
Stu Watson
Kate-Louise Stamford

ABSENT

PWAC Member

Colin Bates

ALSO PRESENT

Chief Administrative Officer
Director, Electoral Area F
General Manager Infrastructure Services
Manager of Transit and Ports
Facilities Maintenance Technician
Recording Secretary

John France
Ian Winn
Bryan Shoji
Jose Martinez
Jesse Agnew
Susan Fernandez

CALL TO ORDER

10: 32 a.m.

ROUNDTABLE INTRODUCTIONS
AGENDA
The Agenda was adopted as circulated.
MINUTES
The Public Wharves Advisory Committee recommended that the minutes of December 1, 2015
meeting be adopted as circulated.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Public Wharves Advisory Committee Terms of Reference (TOR)
Mr. Shoji announced that there have been a couple new members to the Committee and a new
Director so the Terms of Reference can be a refresher of what the role of the committee is and for
information.
Ms. Donaldson asked to place the Terms of Reference back on the next PWAC agenda for
comment and suggested changes.
SCRD Ports Budget Update
Mr. Shoji gave update on the following:





Outlined the 2015 capital maintenance plan and commented that it is substantially higher
than previous years because the annual program was deferred until the funding formula
was resolved;
Noted that we are contributing $50,000 to the capital reserve;
Stated that the Federal capital money has been depleted and we now have to use taxation
to fund the reserve; and
Noted that our operating budget is pretty steady year over year however our field staff
budget is tied to previous year actuals and, therefore, staffing budget is a bit higher for
2015.

Director Winn announced that he would like the proposed funding formula to be revisited with
the Board.
Crane Repairs Update and Keats Crane install date
Mr. Martinez reported that a contractor is going over to Halkett to start on the piling and
abutment work and once those repairs are complete then the cranes will be reinstalled with all
work completed in approximately three weeks.
Ms. Stamford asked if a notice will be sent out announcing these updates so she can post to their
email distribution list.
Action: Mr. Martinez will send out a notice for these updates.
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2015 Repairs for Thormanby Island Dock
Mr. Martinez gave an update that all of the 2015 Ports Capital work is going out for tender soon
and the work is usually not done during the busy season on the docks so the work will likely start
in September, 2015.
Mr. Shoji announced that the budget was officially adopted on Thursday March 26, 2015 and
therefore we can now go ahead and start tendering the work.
Ms. Donaldson asked what is in the budget for Thormanby, and Mr. Martinez replied that the
bearing and batter piles will be replaced, which will make the dock safe for vehicle use.
ROUND TABLE
Mr. Flynn asked if the issue with Camp Artaban has been solved. Ms. Donaldson replied that she
is not sure if the agreement has been signed. Mr. Shoji was not sure if the agreement has been
signed or not and reported he will check with Rob Williams. Ms. Donaldson asked for this topic
to be added to the next PWAC agenda to know if agreement has been signed and an update.
Discussion ensued about whether or not Camp Artaban will be reopening and the response was
unknown.
Action: The Committee requested that SCRD staff provide a copy of the 2015 capital plan so
that they can circulate, and the Committee suggested that SCRD staff place it on the web site.
Ms. Stamford asked Mr. Spencer for an update on the Thormanby Dock. Mr. Spencer updated
that Vaucroft Dock currently has vehicle restriction and that the community misses the shed
considering it was used to store garbage collected from the beach.
Mr. Flynn announced he is glad that Mr. Spencer has joined this committee.
Mr. Flynn gave his update on Keats Landing saying problems with pedestrian, safety and parking
have been resolved. The repaired shed is great and the float got fixed as well. Thanks to Mr.
Agnew for doing these repairs.

NEXT MEETING

June 01, 2015

ADJOURNMENT

11:20 AM
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MANAGED
FOREST COUNCIL

RECEIVED
APR 27 2015
S.C.R.D.

April22, 2015
Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Road
Sechelt, BC
VON 3AO
Attention: Bryan Shoji, P.Eng
General Manager of Infrastructure Services
Re: Concerns with Block CH1 in the Chapman Creek watershed
Dear Mr. Shoji:

On November 19, 2014 the Managed Forest Council (Council) received a copy of a
letter sent to AJB Investments Ltd. (AJB) regarding the development of Block CHI in
Chapman Creek associated with Managed Forest # 360. The letter included specific
concerns of the SCRD around sediment control and a statement that AJB “harvesting
activities were linked to elevated levels of turbidity in Chapman Creek”.
Possible impacts to water quality that result from actions of a managec forest owner
are taken very seriously by Council.
Based on the concerns outlined in your letter, Council requested a review of ongoing
activities associated with the matter. The review included an assessment of water quality
data provided by the SCRD, an interview and follow-up questions with both SCRD staff and
AJB representatives, and an independent field inspection and report from Madrone
Environmental Services Inc. The evidence collected through this review was summarized in a
report from the Executive Director and presented to Council at its March 10, 2015 meeting.
In its review of the Executive Directors report, Council asked the following questions:
Based on the evidence, had the activities of AJB Investments in the development of Block
CHI within Managed Forest # 360 produced a material adverse effect on the drinking
water at the intake to the SCRD treatment plant on Chapman Creek and was there a
contravention of the Private Managed Forest Land Council Regulation?
Based on information before it, including the SCRD daily environmental monitoring data,
Council concluded that while the data indicated elevated water turbidity levels downstream of
Block CH1, there was no evidence that a material adverse effect on water quality had
occurred at the licensed waterworks intake further downstream on Chapman Creek during
the events in October 2014 and, consequently, there was no contravention of the Private
Managed Forest Land Council Regulation. Despite this conclusion, the Mad rone
Environmental report raised significant criticism of AJB standards of forest management
305
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practice related to Block CHI. It cited various instances where AJB failed to conduct its
activities to acceptable industry standards. The following issues raised in the report point to a
number of sub-standard forest management practices which were observed and which
Council considers to be “Opportunities for Improvement”. “Opportunities for Improvement”
are areas of poor practice, which, if not corrected, can lead to future non-compliance:
Harvesting
•
•
•
•
•
•

Skid roads and trails not laid out prior to harvesting
No deactivation prior to seasonal rains on steep access roads which led to substantial
erosion
In several locations logging slash blocked culvert intakes
Access roads built on steep swales, probably dry when constructed and used, heavily
eroded with October rains
Logs decked in the ditch line inhibiting drainage
Logging not curtailed before the onset of seasonal rains

Road Construction
•
•
•
•

Culvert too short or road is too wide resulting in the erosion of fill material on the
discharge end of a culvert on Stream “E”
Additional water from Spur 5 threatened to overload the ditch and then the FSR,
potentially eroding it
No culverts installed on bladed trails off Spur 5, ditch flow was blocked forcing it to flow
onto running surface, leading to erosion from ongoing machine traffic
One small creek had no culvert resulting in water flowing over the road surface in a small
grade dip

Road Maintenance I Deactivation
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ditches not cleaned as the FSR was upgraded
Sediment transported downstream
Ruts and erosion from ongoing machine traffic
Roads not seasonally deactivated
Steep bladed trails not deactivated upon completion of harvesting

Council strongly agrees with the Madrone report that opportunities exist to improve AJB
Investments’ forest management activities to conform to accepted industry standards. It
expects owners of managed forest land, including AJB, to practice a level of due diligence
that meets or exceeds accepted industry standards. These standards should include
appropriate pre-harvest assessments as outlined in the Field Practices Guide and appropriate
supervision to minimize impacts to protect all resources in the area. Council also views an
owner’s strong communication effort with stakeholders as critical to the ongoing management
and development of private managed forestlands in the province. Both these messages
have been clearly articulated to AJB. There is ar expectation that practices related to forest
management and communication will improve dramatically prior to the start of future
activities.
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Owners conducting forest management activities in areas with high resource values
such as the Chapman Creek watershed must operate to a higher standard of
performance consistent with protecting drinking water quality in a community
watershed. An owner’s awareness, understanding and implementation of appropriate
forest management principles and practices to acceptable industry standards is critical
to the protection of key resource values both on and off private managed forest land.
Council’s authority to address non-compliance under the Private Managed Forest
Land Act and the Private Managed FOrest Land Council Regulation include
prosecution, administrative penalties, remediation orders, and stop work orders.
Please feel free to contact our office in the future should you have additional concerns
with water quality or the ongoing development of Private Managed Forest Lands.
Yours Truly,
Th

/

.)
Phil O’Connor, RPF
Executive Director

Cc Mark Rogers, AJB Investments Ltd.
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CONNECTED TO OUR COMMUNITIES

Sunshine Coast Detachment
2015-04-10

RECEIVED
APR 24 2015

Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Rd
Sechelt, British Columbia
VON 3A1

Attention Bryan Shoji
General Manager, Infrastructure Service
Re: Vessel Operation Restriction Regulations and Sunshine Coast drinking water lakes
Please accept this letter as confirmation that the Sunshine Coast RCMP will commit to ensuring
compliance of the Vessel Operation Restriction Regulation for those bodies of water that are
identified as being subject to the V.O.R. regulations.
We understand current lakes identified as drinking water lakes, and subject to the V.O.R.R., are
Garden Bay Lake, Trout Lake, Hotel Lake and Waugh (Worm) Lake.
Please notify the Detachment once McNeill and Harris Lakes have been verified by Transport
Canada as being included in this V.O.R.R. enforceable group.
Si

S/Sgt. Vishl Mathura
Detach ment Commander
Sunshine Coast RCMP Detachment
5800 Teredo St, P0 Box 188
Sechelt, BC, VON 3A0
(T) 604-885-2266
(F) 604-885-9473

Canada

Royal Canadian Gendarmerie royala
Mounted Police du Canada
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