
 
 

News Release 
 

Call Before You Dig, Clear, Build or Demolish, $30,000 Issued in Bylaw Fines  
 

Sechelt, BC – August 16, 2022 – In just six weeks, from July through to mid-August, Sunshine Coast 
Regional District (SCRD) Bylaw Enforcement Officers have issued nearly $30,000 in fines. 
 
The majority of this amount; $28,000, was issued for offences including unauthorized land alteration 
and tree cutting. A further $1,000 was issued in relation to short term rentals and $250 for building 
infractions. These fines span every rural area in the SCRD.  
 
In the next week alone, ongoing investigations will see $7,000 worth of fines issued which will bring the 
total to date for July and August to nearly $37,000.  
 
“The SCRD always strives first for voluntary compliance so this amount is quite staggering as our 
current Board policy is to use fines as a last resort,” says Ian Hall, General Manager of Planning and 
Development. “Such is the lack of compliance that we are issuing tickets daily in one of our bylaw 
investigations.” 
 
In addition to the above, the SCRD’s bylaw department is dealing with a high volume of ongoing 
complaints. These are mostly categorized as ‘nuisance’ complaints and include odour, burning and 
noise complaints. Many of these files are complex and also involve other agencies such as the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure, Vancouver Coastal Health, Ministry of Forestry and Natural 
Resources, Provincial Agricultural Land Commission and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.  
 
“We understand there are concerns around issues such as unauthorized land clearing and noise. We 
share your concern and ask the community to please be patient while our hardworking bylaw officers 
investigate,” says Hall. “We are limited to the amount of information we can share with the community 
because we do not want to compromise our investigations, but please know that our bylaw enforcement 
officers are actively investigating and issuing fines.” 
 
In order to avoid fines and enforcement action including stop work orders, the SCRD is asking those 
who are planning to do any development work to please call before you dig, build or demolish. The 
SCRD’s planning, bylaw and building departments are available to answer questions you may have and 
can advise you on permits and applications that are required for the work you want to do.  
 
In addition, contractors who are carrying out work such as tree cutting or land clearing are also subject 
to enforcement, so the SCRD advises anyone being asked to do such work to ensure the property 
owner has the correct permits in place before doing so.  
 
There is also the potential for other agencies such as the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and the 
Ministry of Forestry and Natural Resources to issue fines.  
 
If you are planning to build, dig, demolish, cut trees or develop on the Sunshine Coast, you are asked 
to reach out to the applicable department which is listed below before doing so. Particular attention 
should be paid to properties that have water such as creeks, wetlands or streams, even seasonally, on 
them.  



 
 

• SCRD Building Services 
www.scrd.ca/Building-and-Bylaw-Compliance  

 
• SCRD Planning 

www.scrd.ca/planning  
 

• SCRD Bylaw Enforcement 
www.scrd.ca/Bylaw-Compliance  
 

These departments are experiencing a high volume of enquiries at this time. Please be patient and do 
not proceed with work until your enquiry has been dealt with.  
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