
 
 

News Release 
 

Every Drop Counts, Conserve Water Now 
 
Sechelt, BC—September 14, 2022— As dry weather conditions require Stage 4 water conservation regulations 
to continue in the Chapman Water System, the Sunshine Coast Regional District (SCRD) is once again, asking 
for the community’s help to conserve water.  
 
While consumption has dropped since Stage 4 water regulations were announced, it is anticipated that 
community consumption must drop below 10 million litres per day to secure water supply into October. The 
graph below shows consumption this week which has remained above the target amount.  

 

 
 

 
“We understand the sacrifices that are made through Stage 4 water conservation regulations and are very 
appreciative of the community’s efforts to date,” says Remko Rosenboom, General Manager of Infrastructure 
Services at the SCRD. “With no significant rainfall and warmer than normal weather in the forecast, the next 
two to three weeks are critical for us as we work to secure water supply for community use and fire protection 
until mid-October.” 
 
The SCRD also wants to provide answers to some of the common questions we are receiving at this time.  
 
Are you enforcing water conservation regulations? 
 
Yes. The SCRD has issued 47 warnings and one fine so far this summer. As the need to conserve water 
becomes even more important, the SCRD is stepping up enforcement to an immediate $500 fine for anyone 
found to be in violation of Stage 4 water regulations.  
 
 
 



 
What are you doing about leaks? 
 
This month, 460 leak notification letters are going out to residences that have been identified as having leaks 
resulting in the loss of precious drinking water. Four shut off notifications were also sent to residences that had 
large unresolved leaks and resulted in prompt fixes. Additional shut off notifications are likely to be issued in 
the weeks to come. 
 
How much longer will we be in Stage 4? 
 
The Chapman Watershed currently needs about 100 millimetres of rain in a short period of time to sufficiently 
recharge and allow a move back to less severe water conservation regulations. Since August 1, we have 
received 3 millimetres of rain in Sechelt and 33 millimetres of rain at Chapman Lake. This rainfall has not been 
sufficient to impact the lake levels at Chapman Lake or Edwards Lake. 
 
What about using Edwards Lake? 
 
Since Stage 3 water conservation regulations were put in place, Edwards Lake has been supplementing flows 
released from Chapman Lake. This water is released via a valve in our dam at Edwards Lake.  
 
Are siphons being used in Chapman Lake? 
 
Yes, siphons have been deployed in Chapman Lake. The SCRD has seen a significant drop in the levels of 
Chapman Lake, more so than previous years. The graph below represents the decline in lake levels due to the 
continuous withdrawal of water for use in the Chapman Water System. In 2022, this decline occurred over the 
past 46 days.  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What is the SCRD doing to increase water supply? 
 
The SCRD is working on two major projects to increase supply in the Chapman Water System.  
 
Church Road Well Field Project 
This project will add up to 5 million litres of water per day to the Chapman Water System and is due for 
completion in early 2023. Learn more about this project at letstalk.scrd.ca/church-road 
 
Langdale Well  
The SCRD is developing a well field at Langdale, right next to the Langdale Ferry Terminal. Initial projections 
on the yield from this well are positive. More precise production estimates will be confirmed through the testing 
of the drilled well later in September. It is anticipated that this well could be online and available for use within 
three years.  
 
What else can the community do to conserve water? 
 
While the focus of Stage 4 water regulations is a ban on outdoor watering, the SCRD is also asking the 
community to conserve water inside of the home. This can be as simple as cutting shower times in half, only 
running dishwashers and washing machines on full loads and limiting the number of times you flush your toilet 
each day.  
 
What’s next? 
 
The SCRD will continue to communicate the community’s water use through social media and will provide 
weekly updates via news release at www.scrd.ca. Any updates to water conservation regulations will be 
broadly communicated via the website, local media and social media.  
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