
 
 
 
 

News Release 
 

Public Hearing for Updated Zoning Bylaw 
 
Sechelt, BC – September 1, 2022 – Join the Sunshine Coast Regional District’s (SCRD) 
Planning Division staff at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 6 for a virtual public hearing on 
changes to Zoning Bylaw 310. This 30+-year old bylaw is being updated to a new bylaw, called 
Zoning Bylaw 722. 
 
Since the updated bylaw received first reading by the SCRD Board in May, SCRD planning staff 
have hosted two public information meetings and responded to 40 questions via the community 
information space for this project at letstalk.scrd.ca/bylaw-722.  
 
The public hearing will be another opportunity for members of the community to voice their 
opinions on the proposed bylaw changes before the bylaw is brought back to the SCRD Board 
for consideration of adoption.  
 
Some of the updates being proposed include: 
 

• The size of an Auxiliary Dwelling Unit will increase from 55 square metres (592 square 
feet) to 90 square metres (968 square feet). 

• Every single-family home can have a secondary suite up to 55 square metres (592 
square feet) within the home. 

• Green roofs, wind turbines and solar panels exempt from building height limits. 
• New rules for the size of structures on parcels of land less than 1,500 square metres 

(about 16000 square feet) in residential and rural areas. 
• New rules for keeping poultry, bees and rabbits with limits based on the size of your 

property.  
• Regulations for home-based business with rules for number of employees and client 

visits. 
• Changes to permitted dimensions for houses. No longer required to be a minimum of 6 

metres (20 feet) wide. 
• New rules for cannabis production and retail. For example, cannabis retail is only 

allowed in commercial zones. 
• Structures must be built at least 15 metres from the sea in West Howe Sound, Roberts 

Creek, Halfmoon Bay and Elphinstone.  
 
“We have received excellent feedback from residents since we started the process of updating 
this bylaw and have worked to incorporate, where appropriate some of this feedback into 
changes to the bylaw,” says Jonathan Jackson, SCRD Manager of Planning and Development. 
“We hope to hear more from residents on Tuesday, September 6 and encourage you to take 
some time to read up on the proposed changes before the public hearing takes place.” 
 

https://letstalk.scrd.ca/bylaw-722


 
Further information can be found in the new proposed bylaw which is available to read here.  
 
The bylaw is quite a long read so summaries are provided of the proposed changes – visit 
letstalk.scrd.ca/bylaw-722 
 
The public hearing takes place on Tuesday, September 6 at 7 p.m. Information on how to join 
the hearing can be found at https://www.scrd.ca/public-hearings  
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