
 
 
 
 

News Release 
 

Next Steps for New Zoning Bylaw 
 
Sechelt, BC – September 16, 2022 – The Sunshine Coast Regional District (SCRD) is moving 
forward with changes to a 30+ year old zoning bylaw. Next week, the SCRD Committee of the 
Whole will consider changes to the current bylaw, Zoning Bylaw 310 with recommendations to 
the Board for adoption of a new zoning bylaw, 722.  
 
On Tuesday, September 6, the SCRD held a virtual public hearing on changes to the zoning 
bylaw, with over one-hundred people in attendance. SCRD staff have taken much of the 
feedback provided during this public hearing, particularly around the issue of home-based 
business and incorporated it for consideration for the board in the updated bylaw.  
 
The following are some of the changes being proposed based on feedback through the public 
hearing. 
 
Home-based business 
 
SCRD staff heard concerns about limiting the number of customer visits per day to a home-
based business. Options will be presented to the Committee, which include eliminating 
restrictions around the number of customer visits per day. This approach would ensure that 
there are no further restrictions placed on cultural events such as the Art Crawl.  
 
Staff also heard concerns around the allowable size of a home-based business, particularly for 
those with workshops and studios. Options being presented to the board include increasing the 
permitted size of a home-based business, with an emphasis on supporting the ability to have 
workshops and studios as part of this use. 
 
Residential agriculture 
 
In response to concerns about further limitations on residential agriculture (keeping chickens, 
beehives) on smaller properties, the following is being proposed.  
 

• Lots that are 1000 square metres – 1500 square metres can have a maximum of 10 
fowls and rabbits and two beehives. No roosters allowed.  

• Lots that are larger than 1500 square metres will have no limit on poultry, beehives or 
roosters.  

 
It’s important to note that on the current Zoning Bylaw 310, residential agriculture is not allowed 
on lots smaller than 1500 square metres. The proposed changes to Zoning Bylaw 722 include a 
new lot size category allowing residential agriculture to take place on smaller lots.  
 



 
 
 
Not Changing 
 
The following is some of what is still being brought forward to the Committee for consideration.  
 

• The maximum permitted size of an Auxiliary Dwelling Unit will increase from 55 square 
metres (592 square feet) to 90 square metres (968 square feet). 

• Every single-family home can have a secondary suite up to 55 square metres (592 
square feet) within the home. 

• New rules for the size of structures on parcels of land less than 1,500 square metres 
(about 16000 square feet) in residential and rural areas. 

• Changes to permitted dimensions for houses. No longer required to be a minimum of 
six metres (20 feet) wide. 

• New rules for cannabis production and retail. For example, cannabis retail is only 
allowed in commercial zones. 

• Structures must be built at least 15 metres from the sea in West Howe Sound, Roberts 
Creek, Halfmoon Bay and Elphinstone.  

 
“We want to thank everyone who came forward during the public hearing with their respectful 
views and comments on the proposed updates to this bylaw,” says Jonathan Jackson, SCRD 
Manager of Planning and Development. “These updates are the first step as we work toward 
aligning our bylaws and in future, our official community plans with renewed community goals 
and growth.”  
 
The agenda package for next Thursday’s meeting can be found here and includes the entire 
updated zoning bylaw.  
 
You can also learn more and ask questions at letstalk.scrd.ca/bylaw-722. 
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https://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Administration/Agendas/2022/2022-SEP-22%20COW%20Agenda%20-%20Package.pdf#page=16
https://letstalk.scrd.ca/bylaw-722

